
TIMELESS
SCRIPTURAL
TRADITIONAL
APOSTOLIC
SACRAMENTAL

What makes the Coptic 
Orthodox religion unique 

compared to other Christian 
religions?
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The Coptic Orthodox Church is 
unique from other churches 

because it was not derived from 
any other church. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ established the Church of 
Alexandria, from the inception of 

the early church, Himself.

We learn from St. Paul's epistles 
how he addresses each church by 
the name of its district or diocese. 

Thus, our ancient roots were 
established from the era of the first 

apostles, including St. Mark the 
Evangelist who actually wrote the 
first canonical account of the Holy 
Gospel, as well as the first Divine 

Liturgy, from whence all the 
liturgies used in most apostolic 

churches today are derived. It was 
the same St. Mark who evangelized 
Egypt and established the Church 

of Alexandria. St. Mark was 
martyred in Egypt and some of his 
relics which had been stolen many 

centuries prior were returned to 
the Coptic Orthodox Church 

under the auspices of His Holiness 
Pope Cyril VI from the Roman 
Catholic Pontiff, Pope Paul V in 

1968.

“If we walk in the light as He is in 
the light, we have fellowship with 

one another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us 

from all sin.” (1 John 1:7)
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numerous prophecies were 
fulfilled. Since then, Egypt still 
bears many blessings.

St. Mark the Evangelist 
established the actual structure 
and organization of the Church of 
Alexandria. St. Mark evangelized 
Christianity in Egypt and was the 
first Pope and Patriarch of the 
Church of Alexandria and the 
See of St. Mark. Our Patriarch 
today, Pope Tawadros II, is the 
118 Pope of the Church of 
Alexandria. Our church is not 
confined to just Egypt, but there 
are Coptic Orthodox Churches 
all over the world.

The Coptic Orthodox Church 
was actually founded by our Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself. In the Holy 
Gospel according to St. Matthew, 
Chapter 2, the angel told St. 
Joseph to take the Child Jesus 
and His mother and seek shelter 
in Egypt away from Herod who 
wanted to kill Jesus. Thus, from 
the time our Lord Jesus Christ 
arrived into the land of Egypt 
until His return to Israel, 

How was the Church 
founded (original roots)?

The Coptic Orthodox Church is a 
precious jewel, a well-lit candle, 

a fortress and refuge, a school for 
all nations, a keeper of the faith, a 
loyal friend, a mother praying on 

her knees, and a producer of 
virtues for more than 2000 years. 

What is the most unique 
aspect of the Coptic 

Orthodox Church in America 
today compared to American 

Denominations?

St. Mark founded the Coptic 
Church in Egypt. There are many 
books written that testify to this. 
A book I have enjoyed reading, 

"2000 Years of Coptic 
Christianity" written by Otto F. A. 
Meinardus. It surveys the twenty 
centuries of existence of one of 
the oldest churches in the world 

(the Coptic Church). He is a 
leading authority on the history 
of the Coptic Church; and I think 
you will find what he has written 

very interesting.

What proof is there that the 
Coptic Orthodox Church has 
existed since the first years 

of Christianity? 

“If we walk in the light as He is in 
the light, we have fellowship with 

one another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us 

from all sin.” (1 John 1:7)


