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What is Orthodoxy
You Ask?

“If we walk in the light as He is in
the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us
from all sin.” (1 John 1:7)

Orthodoxy
Orthodox Christianity began in 33
A.D. and is the ancient Faith of
Christ. Christ passed this Faith to
the Apostles who then spread it
throughout the world. The
Orthodox Church preserves
Christianity in its oldest and most
original form, passing it down from
generation to generation, without
altering Faith, Dogma, or Tradition.
Everything remains true to the
Apostolic doctrines and patterns
of worship. Because we are a
Trinitarian Faith, there is no
deviation from the belief in the
unique and Triune union of God
the Father, Jesus Christ the Son,
and the Holy Spirit.
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Over the last two millennia, the
Orthodox Church remained
steadfast in the Faith. The Church
does not compromise her Faith,
Dogma, or Tradition to suit current
trends. (This does not mean,
however, that matters such as
language and day-to-day practices
are not changed to suit conditions
of ministry and the needs of the
congregation). Holding on to the
Faith has never been an easy task
because the Orthodox Church has
endured and survived persecution
throughout the ages.

Scriptural

Traditional
The Orthodox Church is
unchanged through oral
Tradition passed from the
Apostles, the writings of the
Early Church Fathers, and the
first three Ecumenical Councils
of Nicaea, Ephesus, and
Constantinople.
When the Apostles traveled
throughout the world spreading

The Orthodox Church regards the
Holy Bible to be the divinely
inspired and infallible word of
God. We rely on the Early Church
Fathers, the direct disciples of the
authors of the New Testament, for
interpretation of the Holy Bible.
In the early days of Christianity,
there was no law, or canon, as to
what books comprised the Bible.
In 367 A.D., Pope Athanasius of
Alexandria, an Orthodox Patriarch
of the See of St. Mark in Alexandria
compiled 27 books to form the
New Testament as we know it
today!

Apostolic
the Orthodox Faith of Christ, the
people passed on everything
they learned to their successors
by word of mouth. The early
church fathers are considered to
be the disciples of the Apostles
themselves, and we rely on them
for our interpretation of the Holy
Bible.
All authentic orthodox churches
remain steadfast in the same
Faith, Dogma, and Tradition. The
differences are choice of hymns,
language, liturgical vestments,
etc.

Each Orthodox Church was
founded by one of the Apostles,
and all the clergy can trace their
authority back to the Apostles of
Christ themselves. St. Mark
preached in Egypt; St. Thomas
preached in India; St. Peter
preached in Antioch; and Sts.
Thaddeus and Bartholomew
preached in Armenia. As the
Apostles evangelized, they
established churches and
ordained bishops, priests, and
deacons to take care of the newly
converted Christians.

Sacramental
All authentic Orthodox Churches
practice Seven Sacraments:
Baptism, Confession, Chrismation
(or Confirmation), Communion
(or Eucharist, Priesthood,
Marriage, and
Unction/Anointment of the Sick.
The Orthodox Church believes
that these Sacraments were
handed to us from Christ and
confirmed by the Bible.

